
 

 

2002 Report of Accomplishments 
Palouse Conservation District 
 

District Accomplishments in 2002 – Summary   
 Water quality and upland and riparian habitat were improved by 

      installation of 150,000 conservation trees and shrubs. 
 Completion of two watershed plans covering 75% of the District’s 

      land base. 
 Air quality was improved by reducing agricultural burning by 47%. 
 One-on-one technical assistance was provided to 325 landowners. 
 Initiated Phase 1 of WRIA 34: Palouse River Watershed Planning. 

 
 

 
Mission of the Palouse Conservation District  
 To proactively assist current and future generations of land managers in finding and implementing 

conservation practices by providing educational, technical and financial assistance. 
 
Water Quality Implementation  
 Provided on-phone technical assistance to 160 customers, in-office technical assistance to 59 

customers, and on-site technical assistance to 32 customers.  The majority of this assistance related 
to conservation tree and shrub establishment (site inventory/assessment, weed control, wildlife 
damage control, etc.) and livestock conservation planning. 

  
Basic Funding  
 Being one of the few conservation districts in the state that is not co-located with NRCS, Basic 

Funding was used to pay the rent and keep the doors open so our customers could have access to 
our technical assistance services.  Basic Funding was also used to cover costs associated with 
conducting monthly Board meetings and some training for staff and supervisors. 

 
Watershed Planning  
 Published and distributed the final South Fork Palouse River Watershed Characterization and 

Watershed Management Plan and the North Fork Palouse River Water Quality Improvement Plan.  
These documents are locally developed and accepted plans of action to address water quality and 
quantity concerns within the two watersheds. 

 Secured grant funding as Lead Agency for Phase 1 of WRIA 34: Palouse River Watershed Planning. 
 
Air Quality Program 
 Continued participation in the agricultural burning permit program.  The District continued to 

administer the program under a sub-delegation authority through Whitman County for the WA Dept. 
of Ecology.  District staff worked one-on-one with producers to assist them in meeting a voluntary, 
self-imposed reduction in field burning.  District staff provided direct technical assistance to 73 
landowners/operators.  Also, to successfully administer this program, District staff had to work closely 
with neighboring conservation districts, fire districts, county commissioners, concerned citizens and 
the WA Dept. of Ecology.  The District continues to seek ways to reduce burning but still maintain fire 
as an important agricultural tool. 

 
Professional Engineering 
 Began passage barrier assessment on Wawawai Creek for increasing endangered Steelhead 

habitat.  Working with Whitman County, US Army Corps of Engineers and WA Fish & Wildlife to 
pursue funding options for culvert replacement. 

 

 
Volunteers planting riparian buffer along 
South Fork Palouse River. 



 

 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)  
 Only a few miles of CREP eligible stream are located within our District.  Mostly owned by one 

landowner.  Worked with landowner to explore CREP enrollment options. 
 
Dairy  
 Only two dairies located in our District.  One was fully certified by District.  The other opted to close. 

 
Water Quality Monitoring  
 Conducted water quality monitoring on the North Fork Palouse River.  District staff collected samples 

every two weeks from 11 stations in an effort to supplement TMDL activities in the watershed.  This 
information will also be used as a baseline of information to document conditions prior to 
implementation of a significant amount of acreage enrolled in the riparian buffer (CCRP) program. 

 
Watershed Conservation/Habitat Restoration  
 Responsible for 150,000 conservation trees and shrubs planted in our District.  This was 

accomplished through grant projects, educational/volunteer events and the District’s tree sale 
program.  The purpose of the plantings varied from riparian buffer establishment to wildlife habitat 
enhancement to upland slope stabilization. 

 
Livestock Conservation Planning Program  
 Worked with several large acreage livestock operators for conservation plan development and BMP 

implementation for the purposes of reducing negative impacts to water quality. 
 
Community Collaboration & Coordination 
 Coordinated several riparian planting projects with WSU students and other community volunteers.  

Approximately 53 volunteers spent over 150 hours to plant 1500 conservation trees and shrubs along 
Paradise Creek and the South Fork Palouse River. 

 
Information & Education 
 Hosted several public meetings, tours and workshops showcasing local conservation efforts and 

promoting good stewardship practices which were attended by a total of 70 of our customers.                             
 Published two newsletters during the year to keep the public informed on District programs and 

current conservation issues.  Average circulation of 675. 
 Hosted regional Envirothon natural resource contest which was attended by 150 area high school 

students.  
 Partnered with three neighboring conservation districts, NRCS, FSA and WA Fish & Wildlife to set up 

and attend a large fair booth display at the county fair which reached over 1,000 customers. 
 

 
 

Washington Conservation Districts assisting 
land managers with their conservation choices. 


